Spirochaetes and Actinomycetes admitted into a "Textbook of Bacteriology," why exclude the Sporozoa and the Trypanosomes? Should we not rather adopt the teaching of Theobald Smith with emphasis on "parasitism" as a major biological fact, presenting all parasites wherever found in either the animal or vegetable kingdom? I must also record that less attention has been given to the revision of the important section on the "General Biology of Bacteria" than to those portions dealing with specific microorganisms.
But you will be aware that the critic must "carp." This is an excellent book, one of the "few to be chewed and digested." Embryology is no longer the sole property of the anatomist and the clinician. In recent years the layman has eagerly absorbed its essential truths, both from current literature and from the excellent models of fetal development at the great expositions. This volume goes a step further, and addresses the subject to small children in the form of a story. A subject so complex cannot be oversimplified and still retain its identity. This pioneer effort to achieve the happy medium is remarkably successful, yet the average child to whom it is presented will profit by a measure of guidance through the volume. It is abundantly illustrated in a manner basically accurate, yet imaginative and artistic. The consistent indifference to the maternal elements, so essential to a complete presentation of the topic, is doubtless purposeful; and, since the work does not pretend to be authoritative, minor inaccuracies of fact can be discounted. The mystery and the beauty of the whole process are emphasized, but banalities are conspicuously absent. This book is an attempt to tell, in terms suitable to the lay reader, the story of bacteriology, immunology, and infectious disease. In the main, the task has been well done and the tale is told in a fashion that makes for easy reading. The general tone is truly optimistic; witness the following quotation: "We can, with well-founded confidence, look forward to the day, in the not distant future, when the age-long struggle will be ended, when microbes will cease to be the enemies of man and, in the peaceful pursuits of agriculture and industry, will exist only as his servants." One can but hope that the patience of mankind will be commensurate with the magnitude of the task thus presented to bacteriologists and others concerned with preventive medicine. But even though a spirit of confidence permeates the text, there is none of the hysterical treatment so frequently seen in so-called popular science, yet the background
